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MANE NOBISCUM DOMINE

\J ohn Ortberg in his book God is Closer
Than You Think, shares an experience.

A priest was once travelling on board a place.
Ayoung smart businessman sat beside him, with
a laptop switched on. The desktop background
of the laptop was the picture of a sweet little
girl. The priest got to know that was his daughter,
his only child. The businessman went on to talk

Dr. Rengith Chakkummoottil
St. Ephrem’s Theological College, Satna

about his daughter, with great excitement. He
talked about her first steps, about her first
words. He showed him more pictures from the
computer and mobile phone, giving commentary
to each one. The priest was getting bored.
Actually, he had no much interest in seeing them;
some pictures were quite ordinary. “I can’t wait
to get home to her”, the man said. “In the
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meantime, | would look at these pictures many
times a day. They never get old to me”. The
priest was getting tired actually. “Why was this
man so preoccupied with this girl?”, the priest
thought to himself. The man was so excited
about the child because he looked at her through
the eyes of a father. Everything the girl did was
seen with wonder and joy. ““You obviously miss
your daughter”, the priest said, “How long ago
did you leave home?” To his wonder the man
replied, “Yesterday”! For a father, he finds it
painful to be separated from his daughter even
foraday!

This is God’s desire: He wants to be
always with us, never separated from us. There
are different names given to Jesus in the Bible.
Each one gives us a clearer and fuller picture of
who He is and what He means to us. His name
Jesus means ‘God saves’! He is God’s
salvation for us. He is the Messiah, the Christ,
meaning ‘Anointed One’; He is our King and
Lord. Another name given is ‘Immanuel’,
meaning, God is with us. When God created
Adam and Eve, He was with them in the Garden
of Eden. He walked with them and communed
with them, until one day Adam and Eve hid
themselves from Him. God did not hide from
Adam and Eve; they first hid from God, because
they felt guilty. They disobeyed and sinned
against God. God was the One calling out to
Adam and Eve, “Where are you?” (Gen 3:9).
The message of the Bible is the desire of God
to be with man. Moses tells the people, “If
...you seek the Lord your God, you will find
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him if you look for Him with all your heart and
with all your soul” (Deut 4:29).

The business man, whom | mentioned
above, wanted to get home fast, to be with his
daughter. He did not want to love his daughter
from a distance. He wanted to be with her. This
is the father’s heart. This is also our heavenly
Father’s heart for you and me. God says, “I
am with you”. This is God’s most frequent
promise in the Bible. He was with Adam and
Eve in the Garden. “Enoch walked with God”
(Gen 5:22). God made the same promise to
Noah, to Abraham and Sarah, to Jacob,
Joseph, Moses, David, to Mary, the disciples,
Paul, and the list goes on. When God asked
Moses to go back to Egypt and free His people,
Moses was hesitant but the Lord said, “1 will
be with you”. God was there with him. When
they entered the desert, the Bible says in Exo
13:21-22: “By day the Lord went ahead of them
ina pillar of cloud to guide them on their way
and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light,
so that they could travel by day or night. Neither
the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by
night left its place in front of the people”. When
Joshua took over the leadership, he was
younger and inexperienced but the Lord said,
“Have | not commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with
you wherever you go” (Josh 1:9). Jesus’ last
words with His disciples, after giving them the
great commission, were: “I am with you always
to the very end of the age” (Mat 28:20). This is
God’s promise to us even today.
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The liturgical year of the Syro-Malabar
Church begins with the period of Annunciation.
This season is atime of preparation to the feast
of the Nativity of Jesus, celebrated on 25"
December. The salvific acts of God which found
fulfilment in Jesus Christ begin with the birth of
Jesus - God with us in person. As St. John says,
God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son (Jn 3:16). “Look! God’s dwelling
place is now among the people, and he will
dwell with them. They will be his people and
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God himself will be with them and be their God”
(Rev 21:3).

God is Immanuel: It means, He is with us
all the time; we can never be alone; and
wherever we are, He is there with us. God is
very determined to stay with us, and be our
companion in life. But the question is, whether
are we willing to let Him stay with us or whether
we recognize his presence with us. God
respects us and He will not force Himself into
our life. But, God is closer than we think. He is

never farther than a prayer, ahumble gaze
away. The only thing we needto doisto
invite Himand let Him stay with us. The

story of the disciples of Emmaus, who
fled from Jerusalem and came across
the Risen Jesus on their way, is
relevant here. They were much
disappointed and frustrated, and
could not recognize Jesus, who was
with them. As they were near their
home, the “stranger’ seemed to be
passing on. They invited Him to stay
with them. Jesus stayed with them and
they recognized Him at the breaking
of the bread. It was only because of
their souls’ deepest prayer, “Mane
Nobiscum Domine” - “Stay with us
O’ Lord”, they could have a deeper
experience of the presence of the
Risen Christ in their life. Let this be
our prayer too in this season of
Annunciation and Nativity, Mane
Nobiscum Domine!
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Spirituality Centre Programme |

“December \

05 Superiors' Meet
06 Bible Study Forum
06-07 Cenacle Gathering (Sodales&Aspirants)
10  Social Animators & School of Bible
11-15 Ecumenical Dialogue

15-22 Retreat for Deacons
25-31 Week of the Institute-Apostolic Oblates
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