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SECOND EASTER

e live in the world of expectations.

Everyone begins and ends their day with

lot of dreams and future plans. Likewise,
Churchalso expectsa lot inthis liturgical season.
Church’s expectations cannot be concluded
merely as a liturgical season that is developed
for the prayerful atmosphere of the faithful. But
itinvites us to have a fresh picture of Jesus in
our life. May be we can say that, a picture
beyond the concept of Christ’s resurrection.
Beyond this concept means, transfiguration of
Christ comes as a second Easter in the strict
believe of the Eastern tradition. In the Bible

20
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transfiguration of Christ presented before the
passion, death and resurrection of Christ (Mk
9:2-9). Inreality, it becomes an event after the
resurrection of Christ. As a faithful,
transfiguration of Christ gives lot of expectations
in our life. During this season, believers are
trying to expectan experience of heavenly bliss
here on earth itself. It also foresees the final
judgment of Christ at the end of time. Therefore,
this season helps us to have a preparation to
form ourselves to take part in the Tabor
experience of disciples during the transfiguration
of Christ.

~BeND Q0 N0 exane, BN 206

Rebirth of every individual in Christ is
made possible through Christ’s victory over the
cross. Since we are in the midst of the Jubilee
Year of Mercy, merciful approach of Christ
towards human beings are more visible through
the presence of the Glorious Cross. This cross
doesn’tsimply a cross of punishment but itis a
cross of Christ’s mercy on his people. So,
Glorious Cross is symbolically attributed to the
transfigured Jesus. During the transfiguration of
Jesus at Tabor, God the Father convinced the
disciples that Jesus as the law giver and greatest
among all living creatures. It shows that God’s
kingdom is actualised on earth by His only
begotten son. At this point, we have to raise an
important question in our mind. What was the
real intention of God the Father to give His only
begotten Son to this world and why has God
allowed Jesus to suffer on the cross, even though
He knew that He would raise His Son on the
third day? The answer can be concluded in two
simple words, Mercy and Love. And now, Christ
shows his Mercy and Love through His spouse
inthis liturgical season. This season gives usan
earnest desire to transfigure ourselves to Jesus
and finally to have an encounter with Jesus at
the end of time. If we want to transfigure
ourselves to Jesus then we have to take up His
cross and follow Him. Because, Glorious Cross
is the living sign of Christ’s victory over sin,
suffering and death. Itis life giving, symbol of

~geflar qflo azeve eiane, aoug 206

mercy, forgives the sins, and prepares us to have
aunique meeting at the end of time. While we
celebrate the Feast of Glorious Cross on 14"
of September, we have to imbibe the real spirit
of Christ’s victory over death. If the central
theme of this season is the transfiguration of Jesus
then it becomes a reality when we fully
understand Christ’s victory over death, sin and
suffering. Along with this reality Church teaches
that Cross is the sum total of our Christian living
and belief. By accepting the Glorious Cross,
we also accept the divinity of Christ. Since we
know the divinity of Christ, we foresee and
expectadivine union with Christ at the end of
time. For that, we have to submit ourselves to
Christ to purify ourselves with his sufferings,
death and resurrection.

For the Israelites and for the whole world,
God the Father fulfilled his promise by giving
his only begotten son. If so, atthe end of Christ’s
ministry in this world, as a victory over passion,
sin and death God the Father raised him from
the dead on the third day. But to strengthen His
mission through His apostles, to continue His
activities in the Church and for us to foresee a
future at the right side of God in the last
judgment, God has given us a second Easter
through the transfiguration of Jesus at Mount
Tabor. Tabor experience of Jesus is a
reinterpretation of three timings in the Christian
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life of anindividual such as past (God the Father
fulfilled His promise by giving his only begotten
son to the world), present (through resurrection,
presence of Jesus is fully represented in the life
of faithful and Church) and future (gives us a
hope and we expect to be with Him and in His
kingdom in the last judgement). In the history,
mountains are presented as the point where man
meets God. And it becomes a meeting place
for the temporal and the eternal. Here in the
transfiguration experience of Jesus at Tabor,
Jesus becomes a connecting point between
heaven and earth. Our teachings consider the
transfiguration experience of Jesus as the
fulfilment of the Old Testament messianic
prophecies. Along with this, it also supports the
identity of Jesus as the Son of God. Likewise
in the baptism of Jesus, it is also an
acknowledgement from the Almighty God. God
the Father not only announced that He is the
Son of God but also to listen to him. By
presenting Elijah and Moses side by side of
Jesus in the transfiguration experience, if
God has told like that then the presence
of Christ is seen in the beginning and
till the end. That is why, we read in the
book of revelation that “Behold, | am
coming soon! My reward is with me,
and I will give to everyone according
to what he has done. | am the Alpha
and the Omega, the Firstand the Last,
the Beginning and the End” (Rev
22:12-13).

The connection between
resurrection and transfiguration of
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Jesus has got many similarities. Its importance
is very great in the Catholic faith. That may be
the reason, Pope John Paul Il included this as
one of the mystery in the luminous mysteries.
Now asimple question remains in our mind with
the life events of Jesus, why messianic
prophecies, birth of Jesus, passion, death and
resurrection of Jesus and transfiguration of
Jesus? It all happened because of the love of
God towards His people. That is why, Church
as atrue spouse of Jesus invites us to partake
inthis liturgical season with true repentance and
asking forgiveness from God for all our sins.
And finally approach the season by expecting
aDivine Union with Christin the last judgment.
But above all, why this season is given to us!
Because, THE NAME OF GOD IS MERCY.
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Spirituality Centre Programme

September October

10 Social Animatars & Schaol of Bible  Social Animators & School of Bible

17 Recoliection for Oblates 11 Bible Study Forum

20 Bible Study Forum 11:12 Cenacle Gathering (SodalesBAspirants)
2021 Cenacle Gatharing (Sodales&Asgirants) 17 Recollction for Oblates

21 Maximalism Family Gathering 13:24 Group from Latonia
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