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T he seven week long season of Kaitha
commences commemorating the
missionary activities of the apostles of Christ.
The term ‘Kaitha’ means summer. It is the
season of harvest. This season reminds us of
the growth of the Church as a result of the
missionary activities of the apostles. “The blood
of the martyrs is the seed of the Church”, so
goes an ancient saying (attributed to Tertullian).
The criteriato measure the growth of the Church
are the life witness of the individual Christians,
especially the missionaries, who commit
themselves for the glorification and service of
God and His people.
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The Church always reminds us of our need
to pray for vocations, as Jesus himself told his
disciples, so that “the Lord of the harvest may
send out labourers into his harvest” (Lk 10:2).
He called not only the twelve Apostles, but
another seventy-two disciples whom he then
sent out for the mission (Lk 10:1-6) and he
continues to call. Hearing and following the
voice of Christ the Good Shepherd means letting
ourselves be attracted and guided by him; it
means allowing the Holy Spirit to draw us into
this missionary dynamism, awakening within us
the desire, the joy and the courage to offer our
own lives in the service of the Kingdom of God.

OO 2o, Bjend 2016

To offer one’s life in response to this call
is possible only if we are able to leave ourselves
behind. It means transcending ourselves, leaving
behind our comfort and the obstinacy of our
ego in order to centre our life in Jesus Christ. It
means leaving, like Abraham, our native place
and going forward with trust, knowing that God
will show us the way to a new land. This ‘going
forward’ is not to be viewed as a sign of contempt
for one’s life, feelings and human nature. On
the contrary, those who set out to follow Christ
find life in abundance by putting themselves
completely at the service of God and his
kingdom. Al of this is profoundly rooted in love.
The Christian vocation is first and foremost a
call to love, a love which attracts us and draws
us out of ourselves and triggering “an ongoing
exodus out of the closed inward-looking self
towards its liberation through self-giving, and
thus towards authentic self-discovery and
indeed the discovery of God” (Deus Caritas
Est, 6).

The task of carefully encouraging and
supporting vocations finds a radiant source of
inspiration in the Gospel where Jesus calls his
disciples to follow him and guide them with love
and care. The first thing he did was to pray for
them: before calling them, Jesus spent the night
alone in prayer, listening to the will of the Father
(Lk 6:12) in a spirit of interior detachment from
worldly concerns. Vocations to the ministerial
priesthood and to the consecrated life are first
and foremost the fruit of constant contact with
the living God and insistent prayer lifted up to
the Lord.

Itisachallenging and uplifting invitation
that Jesus addresses to those to whom he says:
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“Follow me!” He invites them to become his
friends, to listen attentively to his word and to
live with him. He teaches them complete
commitment to God and to the extension of his
kingdom in accordance with the law of the
Gospel. Itis no less challenging to follow Christ
today. It means learning to keep our gaze fixed
on Jesus, growing close to him, listening to his
word and encountering him in the sacraments.
This requires a genuine formation for all those
who would prepare themselves to follow Him
intimately. The Il Vatican Council explicitly
reminded us that “the duty of fostering vocations
pertains to the whole Christian community,
which should exercise it above all by a fully
Christian life” (Optatam Totius, 2).

The family carries out a decisive role in
cultivating and developing vocations. The Il
Vatican Council, while reflecting on the duties
of parents, teaches that the parents, by word
and example are the first heralds of the faith
with regard to their children. They must foster
the vocation which is proper to each child
(Lumen Gentium, 11). Our commitment to the
promotion and care of vocations becomes most
significantand pastorally effective when carried
outin the unity of the Church and in the service
of communion. For this reason, every moment
in the life of the Church community - catechesis,
formation meetings, liturgical prayers,
pilgrimages - can be a precious opportunity for
awakening in the People of God, and in
particular in children and young people, asense
of belonging to the Church and of responsibility
for answering the call to priesthood and to
religious life by a free and informed decision.
The ability to foster vocations is a hallmark of
the vitality of the Church.
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