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CHRISTIAN WITNESSING:
A LOVE AFFAIR WITH TRUTH

T he present day report on persecution of
Christians in different parts of the world
isawakeup call for all Christians. Islamic State
(IS) terrorists continue their cruelty. Many
Christians were killed in the name of Jihad or
Holy War. Even as they encounter brutal death
at the hands of the cold-blooded terrorists, they
do not give away their faith. The last word that
came from their mouths is “Jesus Christ”.
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Br. Naveen Plackalil
St. Thomas Minior Seminary, Kurichy

This heroic accounts of witness to
Christian faith is a strong testimony to the fact
that true Christian witnesses have not faded into
history. Everyone baptized in Christian faith is
entrusted with the duty to witness Christ.
Struggling in the clutches of modernity, Christian
faith and gospel witnessing has lost its pristine
form as the materialistic culture soares up. The
liturgical season of “Sleeha” (Apostles) is call

{1200 e1@o, ~B~obd 2016

to examine how much were we successful as
witness to Christ.

Witnessing is not that easy

“Since we are surrounded by so great
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight
andsin... and let us run with perseverance the
race that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1). A
journey through the courses of time, through the
last 20 centuries would surprise us with a long
list of martyrs and confessors who make up
the “great cloud of witnesses” and the latest of
them are the murdered sisters of Mother
Theresa and the abducted Fr. Tom Uzhunnalil.
One among them, St. Joan of Arch was once
brought to the court of King Charles who
despised her. He asked her, “Joan, you say that
God tells many things to you. But why does he
tell to you alone? Why not to me and others?
Joan replied, “God speaks to you too, But you
do not listen as you are not interested”.

The Spirit of the Lord always speaks in
our inner conscience and inspires us to be
witnesses to Christ, but we do not listen, simply
because we are not interested. Those who
heeded the voice of the Spirit became, the “great
cloud of witnesses”. Being a witness is notan
easy matter. It is a choice to be hated by the
world and to be rebuked by men. It is not easy
doesn’t mean it is impossible. It is the Holy
Spirit- the Pareclite or Helper- who helps us in
witnessing Christ.

Can | be a Christian Witness?

This is a frequently discussed question
among youngsters. The answer in simple terms
is one who abides in the Holy Spirit and obeys
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the voice of the divine helper is the true Christian
witness. In other words the truth seeker is the
witness, as Jesus said, “l am the truth” (Jn 14:6).
An honest life guided in the light of truth is the
hallmark of a Christian witness. Astudent who
refuses to ‘copy’ in an examination is a truth
seeker. Marital fidelity is another witnessing to
truth. Inthe larger screen, from these simple
truthful deeds to the sacrifice of Christians for
defending their true faith isall witnessing the truth.

“When he comeswho is the spirit of Truth,
he will guide you into all the truth” (Jn 16:13).
Holy Spiritis our guide in seeking the truth. In
Christian Theological lines truth witnessing is the
true spirit of worship, as we read in the Gospel
of St. John, “Those who worship him must
worship in spirit and truth”. Such a witness to
Christ is a love affair with truth. Then life
becomes a celebration of truth. It is this
understanding that prompted Gandhiji to name
his life story - “My Experiments with Truth™.

Being a witness, in the case of martyrs
meant shedding their blood. For a Christian,
witnessing Jesus, the eternal truth, implies self-
denial and renunciation of many comforts, which
is close to martyrdom. Pope Francis exhorts
the youth to be revolutionaries and swim against
the tides. The tide and current of modern world
is towards falsehood. To swim against the tide
isdifficult, but if we dare to swim, we will reach
the shore of truth, which is the fulfillment of one
baptismal call to bear witness to Jesus. In this
quest for truth and Christian witnessing let the
Vedic mantra of the Sages resound in our ears.
“Asthoma Satgamaya *’ (Lead me from
falsehood to Truth).
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Spirituality Centre|Programme s

May

2-T Annual Retreat for Apostolic Oblates

8-9 Formation Programme

10 Bible Study Forum

10-11 Cenacle Gathering (Sodales&Aspirants)
13 Social Animators

14 Social Animators & School of Bible

16-20 Superiors' Meet

22-27 Annual Retreat for Oblates

June

10 Social Animators

11 Social Animators & School of Bible

14 Bible Study Forum

14-15 Cenacle Gathering (Sodales&Aspirants)
15 Family Gathering

18 Recollection for Oblates
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