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The True Light

A s we enter into the period of Ephiphany,
let us thank God for sending his son as
the light of the world “ I am the light of

the world, whoever follows me will never walk in
darkness but will have the light of life” (Jn 8:12) and
the sign of true love, “In this is love, not that we
loved God but that He loved us and sent his son to
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be the atoning sacrifice for our sins” (1 Jn
4:16). We must pray to God earnestly for
strengthening ourselves to bear the fruits
of baptism and the gifts of Holy Spirit.
Jesus Christ who has been made known
to the world (“this is my son, the
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased”
Mt 3:17), by accepting the baptism from
St. John, unites us to become one Church
in order to proclaim one Lord, one faith
and one baptism. As baptized people, we
have to strive hard to keep ourselves
away from the evil. We must have a
constant light against all the evil tendencies
by the grace of God. “Yet certain
temporal consequences of sin remain in
the baptized, such as suffering, illness,
death, and such frailties inherent in life as
weaknesses of character, and so on, as
well as an inclination to sin that Tradition
calls concupiscence, or metaphorically,
“the tinder for sin” (fomespeccati); since
concupiscence is left for us to wrestle with,
it cannot harm those who do not consent
but manfully resist it by the grace of Jesus
Christ”(CCC art.1264). Let us open
ourselves to see how much successful that
we are, as followers of Christ in baptism.

Today, itis frightening to look at the
world and its people who are always
desired to stay back in the darkness and
never wish to follow the true light. “For
all who do evil hate the light and do not
come to the light, so that their deeds may
not be exposed” (Jn 3:20). The people
are much attracted to the material world
and its glory. And the people think that
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they are capable of shaping their own lives
through means other than the mere pursuit of
power and money. It will lead us to great
disaster “then, when the desire has conceived ,
it gives birth to sin, and that sin, when itis fully
grown, gives birth to death” (Jas 1:15). The
world has become selfish and the people are
filled with evil desires, pride, envy etc..., and
they always look through the window of others
to make them down by spreading ill which is
groundless. For such people, God gives answer
“when he lies, he speaks according to his own
nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies” (Jn
8:44b). The evil desires of the people will be
resulted in murder, war, terrorism etc. and it
will not give any solution to the problems of the
world. “I want to strongly reaffirm that the path
of violence and hatred doesn’t solve the
problems of humanity!”, Pope Francis said
during his prepared remarks after the weekly
Angelus prayer in St. Peter’s Square. Now, the
time has come to purify ourselves by passing
through the true light.

As baptized people, it is the time to come
out of ourselves to the light and become the
true follower of Christ, “but those who do what
is true come to light, so that it may be clearly
seen that their deeds have been done in God”
(In 3:21).When Moses saw the fire, he went to
it. As he came closer, the Lord revealed himself
to him (Ex 3:4). In order to know God, we
must also go near to him for He always invites
us through the signs of time. “For what other
great nation has a God so near to it as the Lord
our God is whenever we call to him”(Duet 4:7).
And we see that God asked him to remove the
sandals, for the place is holy (Ex 3:5). When he

BMNaND 210, WMmloed 2015

J,)Eo SH0

removed the sandals, he was able to stand in
the presence of God and experience the love
of him. As we approach to God, we must be
clean and have a perfect heart. Let us keep
ourselves out of sinfulness: “But now, you must
getrid of all such things - anger, wrath, malice,
slander and abusive language from your mouth.
Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have
stripped off the old self with its practices”(Col
3:8-9). When we do that we also will be given
what God has promised to Moses. “I will be
with you; and this shall be the sign for you that
itis 1 who sent you”(Ex 3:12). That will make
us to accept the word of God as Moses did. The
word of God will make us more pure “you have
already been cleansed by the word that | have
spokento you” (Jn 15:3) and it will lead us in
the darkness of the world “your word isa lamp
tomy feetand a light to my path” (Ps 119:105).
And also it will enlighten us with the truth “the
unfolding of your words gives light; it imparts
understanding to the simple” (Ps 119:130).
Jesus Christ, the “light of the nations”, shines
upon the face of his Church, which he sends
forth to the whole world to proclaim the Gospel
to every creature. Hence the Church, as the
People of God among the nations, while attentive
to the new challenges of history and to
mankind’s efforts to discover the meaning of
life, offers to everyone the answer which comes
from the truth about Jesus Christand his Gospel
(Veritatis Splendor, 3). Let us walk together by
keeping us away from sin and holding the word
of God which isthe true light that will lead us to
reach our ultimate goal. “The word is very near
to you; itis in your mouth and in your heart for
you to observe” (Deut 31:14).
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Spirituality Centre Programme

January
Sunday School Retreat
Social Animators & School of Bible
Liturgical Retreat for Priests, Sisters & Lay People
Recollection for Oblates
Bible Study Forum
Cenacle Gathering (Sodales & Aspirants)
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