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The

he Period of Annunciation

proclaims the coming of the Lord

to the world for gathering the people
together to prepare the way to divinity. “He
will be great, and will be called the son of most
high, and the Lord God will give him the throne
of his ancestor David. He will reign over the
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end” (Lk 1:32). It extends a
ladder to divinity: - the great saving activity of

20

Ladder to

A. Johnson

God for humankind. God has taken the form of
a human in order to bring human to Divine:
“who, though he was in the form of God, did
not regard equality with God as something to
be exploited, but emptied himself taking the form
of a slave, being born in human likeness and
being found in human form, he humbled himself”
(Phil 1:6-8a). Here, we can see the great
sacrifice of God in the form of humility for saving
the humanity. The great love that he has made
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known to us is not to be unanswered. All the
human inthe world are to be prepared for giving
the most suitable response to God through their
lives.

The ladder is ready...... now, the
question is: - Are we ready to climb up the
ladder? Are we prepared enough to go ahead?
We are living inaworld, which is polluted with
selfish hearts. Pope Francis, in his encyclical,
Laudato si quotes the words of Pope Benedict
“The misuse of creation begins, when we no
longer recognize any higher instance than
ourselves, when we see nothing else but
ourselves”. The human has become self-
centered and everyone is hankering for the
wealth and power to get domain over the other.
The eyes of mercy, the hands of service, the
purity of love and friendship are slowly wiped
out from the earth. The world is prevailed by
terror and violence and there is no room for
peace and harmony. God reminds us “Do not
fall in to the grip of passion or you may be torn
apartas by a bull, your leaves will be devoured
and your fruit destroyed and you will be left
like awithered tree” (Sir 6:2-4). So let us come
out of our ego-centric life and make the world
free from wars, quarrels and hatred as the wish
of God. “And the Lord’s servant must not be
quarrelsome but kindly to everyone, an apt
teacher, patient, and correcting opponents with
gentleness” (2Tim 2:24-25).

7

JHETRANG

This season asks us to prepare
ourselves. We must be ready with the hearts of
love, service and sacrifice to receive Christ who
was born in the manger at Bethlehem. Let us
also step in to the boots of humility by which,
we can bring the world to the peace and
harmony. It does not mean merely freedom from
troubles and sufferings, but it is everything that
leads to the highest good. God reminds us “If
you do well, will you not be accepted? And if
you do not do well, sin is lurking at the door”
(Gen 4:7). As we approach to the ladder to
divinity, we must understand that the footsteps
of the ladder is made up of peace, love, humility,
service etc. We must be the bearers of peace;
“Peace I leave with you. My peace | give to
you, | do not give to you as the world gives.
Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not
let them be afraid.” (Jn 14:27), we must be the
people of love “Whoever loves a brother or
sister lives inthe light, and in such a person there
is no cause for stumbling” (1 Jn 2:10), we must
cling to humility. “Blessed are the meek, for
they will inherit the earth” (Mt 5:5) and we must
give ourselves in service, “For you were called
to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not
use your freedom as an opportunity for self-
indulgence, but through love, become slave to
one another” (Gal 5:13). When we do that, we
can say together with St. Paul “And it is no
longer I who lives, but it is Christ who lives in
me” (Gal 2:20). Let it be our prayer and wish
in the great season of nativity.
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Spirituality Centre Programme

December
1  Bible Study Forum

1-2  Cenacle Gathering (Sodales & Aspirants)
6-11 Retreat for Deacons, Kunnoth

12  Social Animators & School of Bible

16-17 Formation Programme for Oblates

18  Superiors Meet .

19-23 Week of the Institute for Oblates

~
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