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P ope Francis has announced the
opening of the door of Mercy or the

holy door in connection with the obser-
vance of the Year of Mercy. In this sea-
son of the dedication of the Church, we
are invited in a special way as to enter into
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St. Thomas Minor Seminary, Thuruthy

the “Church”, through the door of mercy.
At the close of liturgical year, the door of
mercy is a gateway of hope as the holy
Father says, “A Door of Mercy through
which anyone who enters will experience
the love of God, who consoles, pardons
and instills hope”.

~aF@3rRowR eldde, aesoeb 2015

The apostolic letter, “Face of
Mercy”, began with the statement that
“Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s
mercy”. Any Christian who can see the
face of Christ’s merciful face, through the
eyes of faith, can only reflect the radiance
of mercy on his face. Mercy is not a feel-
ing of sympathy, but it is realized at an
empathetic level, which means to stand in
the lot of the sufferer. Only if one can
empathize or stand in the place of the suf-
ferer, he can feel the pain of the other.
Christ, being God, came down to earth,
walked through the path of struggles, lived,
suffered and went through all the ordeals
of ahuman life. When the evangelist says,
“God became man”, it has manifold lay-
ers of meaning.

Christ became a man in all levels of
human existence. In the cross, we see the
culmination of his suffering and in his
death he experiences the ultimate fate of
amortal. So it is Christ the God who be-
came man, who is the true face of mercy
as he has suffered for us, died for our sake
and established Holy Qurbana as the mark
of his abundant mercy.

We must trust in God’s mercy and
walk towards the confessional with a con-
trite heart for our heavenly father is not
an angry God, but a merciful God, full of
compassion. The Holy door or the Door
of Mercy is opened to all who believes in

~BF] @R IdDe, BEESOeD 2015
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the merciful Father. Pope Francis affirms,
“our God never gets tired of forgiving
sins”.

We must also be merciful to our fel-
low human beings, for Jesus says,
“Blessed are the merciful for they shall
obtain mercy”. Let us follow the principle
of “mercy for mercy”. If we could forgive
our brothers and sisters, then we would
receive remission of our sins. Thus we
could trade in “mercy for mercy”.

If we trust in mercy, then we should
keep away any complex of guilt and scru-
pulosity and needn’t worry about our sins,
which the merciful God has forgiven
through the sacrament of reconciliation.
There is this funny story about a nun who
said she had frequent visions of Jesus and
claimed that she talked with Jesus every
night. The authorities who doubted the au-
thenticity of the nun, informed the Bishop.
The Bishop on a visit to the convent asked
the nun, “sister, if you talk with Jesus and
he appears before you, please ask him
what sin did | confess to my confessor
today. Thus you can give a proof of your
visions”. The next morning everybody
was anxious about what she would say.
The nun told the Bishop, “Oh Bishop,
Jesus told me that he is so merciful, that
he doesn’t remember the sins he has for-
given”. So no one, who walks through the
door of mercy, should be scrupulous or
carry the baggages of guilt complex.
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November
10 Profession
14 Social Animators & School of Bible

17

Bible Study Forum

17-18 Cenacle Gathering (Sodales&Aspirants)

21-22 Commitment of Co-operatives

28

Recollection for Oblates







