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YET THERE IS

HOPE

Bro. Naveen Plackalil
Mar Thoma Sleeha Centre, Niranam

aster the greatest feast in the liturgical year invokes in us the message of
hope. The resurrection of Jesus Christ heralds us to stop brooding over our
worries and to look at the cloudless sky and smile with hope. After his passion,
crucifixion and burial Christ triumphantly “rose from the dead” and thus he

got the victory over death. Easter also inspires us to embrace the spirit of emancipation;
freedom from all bondages, especially from the bondage of sin and its reward, death.
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But having liberated from bondages and
slavery, unless the seed of hope sprouts in us,
we never imbibe the true Easter spirit; or in other
words, when you see a ray of hope in the dark
abyss of your soul, it is the beginning of your
encounter with resurrected Jesus Christ. In the
gospel narrative of Luke when Mary Magdalene
and other women see the empty tomb they
inform the apostles. “But the apostles thought
that what the women told was nonsense, and
they did not believe them” (Lk 24:11). St. John
says that “Mary stood crying outside the tomb”
(In 20:11). All these suggest that they never
realized that Christ resurrected. Jesus had taught
them long before that he would resurrect from
the dead and he was indeed resurrection and
life. John explicitly says this: “They still did not
understand the scripture which said that he must
rise from death” (Jn 20:9).

Many a times like the women and the
apostles we too loose our faith which is because
we “do not understand the scripture”. We find
that whenever we move away from the Word
of God, ie. the teachings of Christ whether from
the gospel values or the teachings of the Church,
we move away from his resurrection. Then we
will find ourselves brooding over our sorrows
in despair. What did the disciples see, entering
the tomb? The saw ““... .the linen wrappings lying
there”. Luke writes, “he saw the linen wrappings
but nothing else” (Lk 24:12). They were not
able to see the signs of resurrection in the empty
tomb. They couldn’t breathe in the air of
resurrection in the empty tomb, but their vision
was limited to the “linen wrappings”.

2 b e@e, 202 2015

The linen wrappings are a mark of Jesus’
death. The cloth was used to cover his lifeless
body. When they got themselves confined within
the linen wrapping, which is vestiges or asymbol
of his death, they couldn’t think of his
resurrection. If we still look down on such
clothes and wrappings of dead bodies, i.e., the
vestiges of our sins and bondages, we will never
come out of the tomb of our sorrows. So we
need to raise ourselves from our sins, sorrows
and slavery. The Word of God will emancipate
and liberate us. If we walk in the path of gospel
truths and under the shade of Church’s
teachings, we find the seedling of hope growing
inus. If we have this hope, we will surely reach
resurrected Christ. The fruit of this hope will be
peace. Because resurrected Christ tells us
“Peace be with you”.

Yes, in spite of passion, crucifixion and
death, yet there is hope: the hope of
resurrection; the hope of life, only this hope can
bring us everlasting peace. The darkest times
do not last forever. We see that a silver lining is
bound to appear. That is the reason why the
birds can sing in their darkest night, because
they believe in the spring. The Romantic poet
P.B. Shelley puts it well, “If winter comes, can
spring be far behind”.

Jesus would come as the promising spring
over the bleak winter, and he, the sun of
righteousness, will rise over the night of
darkness. So as good Christians of strong faith,
let us hope for this spring and sunrise, in this
Easter time.
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Spirituality Centre Programme
April May
1-5  Holy Wesk Retreat 2-6 Annual Retreat for Apostolic Oblates
\ 10 Al Ssmss Day Celebration 7-8  Retreat for Junior Oblates
1l Social Animators & School of Bible 09 Social Animators & School of Bible
14 BibleSudyForum 10-16 Pro Sanctity Retreat for Children
14-13 Cenacle Gathering (Sodales & Aspirants) 19 Bible Study Forum
1923 Retreat for Teenagers 1920 Cenacle Gathering (Sodales & Aspirants)
25 Recollection for Oblates 20-24 Superiors' Convention
2629 Retreat for Jubilarians of A.O. 2429 Annual Retreat for A. Q. (11" Batch)
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