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DENHA-A MANIFESTATION OF
HOLY TRINITY

esus came to the earth as its light. The
good news of Christian faith is that even
in hours of darkness we have a candlelight.
The mission of Jesus is to proclaim that God
loves us and wants to give himself to us if we
but turn to accept him. Jesus, “God with us,” is
the incarnation of this supreme love - light for
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people who sit in darkness, life in a land
overshadowed by death.

The main theme of the season of Denha
is the baptism of our Lord. The weeks
of Denha begins on the Sunday nearest to
January 6, the solemnity of Denha, Epiphany

BMNa0d &Jdo 2015

and runs to the beginning of Great Fast. Let us
think a little on the holy trinity. St. Augustine is
walking on the seashore pondering with difficulty
the mystery of the Holy Trinity, when he comes
upona little boy running back and forth between
the sea and a small pool with a seashell of water.
When he asks the child what he is doing, the
boy replies, “Can’t you see?”, “I’m emptying
the sea into this pool.” “You can’t do that”,
counters Augustine, to which the little boy says,
“Iwill sooner empty the sea into this pool than
you will come to comprehend the mystery of
the Holy Trinity.” And with that, the boy, an
angel, disappears.

The Second Vatican Council concludes
the first part of its exposition on the Church in
the Constitution Lumen Gentium with a concise
and profound phrase taken from St. Cyprian:
“The universal Church has been seen as ‘a
people made one with the unity of the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit”” (LG 4). According
to the Council, then, the Church in her very
essence isamystery of faith, which is intimately
joined to the infinite mystery of the Trinity. We
must now turn our thoughts to this mystery within
the mystery, following our previous catecheses
on the Church in the teaching of Jesus and the
paschal events which he accomplished by his
passion, death and resurrection, and crowned
on the day of Pentecost with the descent of the
Holy Spirit on the apostles. According to the
teaching of Vatican I, which was the heir of
Tradition, the mystery of the Church is rooted
in God the Trinity and therefore has this
Trinitarian dimension asits firstand fundamental
dimension, in as much as the Church depends
onand lives in the Trinity from her origins to her
historical conclusion and eternal destination. .
Let us live in communion with our neighbours,

BMNa0d 2o 2015
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acommunion inspired from the communion of
Holy Trinity.

The baptism of Jesus also reminds us of
our baptism. Baptism is received only once
because it leaves a mark forever on our soul.
We often call that mark a seal. Baptism puts a
seal on us. This is why baptism is the first
sacrament we receive. Baptism, Confirmation,
and Holy Orders are the three sacraments that
seal our souls forever, changing them forever,
which is why we receive them only once.

When Jesus was baptized he received an
outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the form of a
dove coming down and resting on him (John
1:32). This also shows the profound difference
between the baptism of John and the baptism
of Jesus. The presence of God in the temple in
the Old Testament was called the Shekinah or
Glory of God which was really the Holy Spirit,
visible in the form of a cloud. AJewish tradition
says that before the temple was destroyed in
587 BC the Shekinah or Glory of God was
seen departing the temple in the form of adove.
Although the temple was later rebuilt the
Shekinah or Glory of God did not return to the
temple. The next time we see a dove is at Jesus’
baptism when the Holy Spirit descended on
Jesus. Jesus is the replacement of the temple of
the New Covenant. Therefore when Jesus
cleansed the temple, driving out the money
changers he said, “Destroy this temple and in
three days I will raise it up” (John 2:19). Now
Jesus is the temple, and the Holy Spirit - seen
in the form of a dove departing the temple
before its destruction - descends on Jesus and
when we are baptized the Holy Spirit descends
onus sealing us forever. Let us be aware of our
Christian identity, we have got through baptism
and through our life let us spread the message
of God’s love.
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 Spirituality Centre Progranme

January- 2015

5-6  Camp: Saingits

9-11 Cool of Time

10 Social Animators

12 Bible Study Forum

12-13 Cenacle Gathering (Sodales+Aspirants)
13-20 Visit of Tribunal for Canonization

17 Recollection for Oblates

17-18 School of Bible
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