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Celebrating Chrls’rmas in the Manger

J oy to the world, the Saviour is born.

Another Christmas! Cakes, Carols, gifts,
Santa Claus and unlimited joy. Even after 2000
years the birth of Jesus evokes in us immense
joy and merry with a new vigour. At the end of
the year, it is time to keep away the weariness
and worries and involve in the mood of festivity
and celebration. “I bring you news of a great
joy... fortoyou is borna Saviour, who is Christ
the Lord” (Lk 2:11). Even today these words
are a matter of great consolation to humanity.
The message of the angels is very simple,
“Awake man, for your sake, God became
man”.
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The mystery of incarnation is beyond the
comprehension of human intellect. It is the real
kenosis—God emptying himself or from his state
of holiness and greatness, the creator willingly
reducing himself to an “infant wrapped in
swaddling clothes and lying in a manger” (Lk
2:12). God could have chosen a chamber in
the royal palace or a silk mattress for his birth.
Why didn’t he do so? “He is Emmanuel: God
iswithus” (Mt 1:23). He came to earth to share
the destiny of ordinary human beings — their
suffering, worries and poverty. Christ, the joy
of mankind was born in the midst of utter
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poverty and to this virtue of simplicity, he sticked
ontill the cross.

St. Paul writes: “The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for
your sake he became poor, so that by his
poverty you might become rich” (2 Cor 8:9).
Poverty alone was the one and only possession
of Christ. He had abundance of love but lacked
in material possessions. All who found peace
and joy in him were true holders of the virtue of
poverty — Mary, Joseph and the poor shepherd
folk. The Magi too did not agree to go back to
Herod which could have brought them honour
and material comforts.

In the beatitudes Jesus says, “Blessed are
the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom”.
The way to heaven isasimple life adorned with
poverty. We must concentrate on our treasures
in heaven and not on earth. “It is easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle than
for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of God”
(Lk 18:25). We can never find Jesus in the
comfortsand luxuries of the world, butin slums,
inhovels and in the poor dwelling places of men
that resembles the manger of Bethlehem. Great
souls like Mother Theresa and Damian saw
Jesus in the face of the suffering people and
reached him. In the modern world we try to
find him in our comfort zones. But like the three
wise men of the East (Magi), who first came to
Herod’s palace, our search would also be in
vain. The Magi then followed the star and
reached the manger at Bethlehem, found him
and adored him. We too should trace the steps
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to the manger. The star that leads us to Christ is
the Church and one who walks in the starlight
of Church’s teachings can reach Christ.

Pope Francis with apostolic zeal exhorts
us to live in the spirit of poverty. Many think
that poverty is a new age idea, a virtue that
spring out with Pope Francis. But the monastic
virtue of poverty was practiced by the Church
from the beginning. Pope Francis through his
words and deeds gives new definition to it. This
Christmas is an invitation to reach out to the
poor. When we celebrate with cakes, puddings
and all delicious dishes on our dining table we
must not forget many who dream for at least
bread crumbs that fall from our table.

Dear youngsters, we live today ina punk
culture with KFCs, bartiecues, motorbikes,
rock music, facebook and mobiles. We have
enough means and methods to celebrate
X’mas. In this world there are still many who
dream for amorsel of stale bread. Our life has
become a string of never ending celebrations.
Let us celebrate this Christmas not in our
comfort zones but in the manger of Bethlehem,
with the poor and needy. A cake to a poor
neighbor, a visit to an orphanage, a meal for a
destitute. ... these are all meaningful X’mas gifts
to Child Jesus. The satisfied smiles of the poor
have a resemblance with the smile of a baby
who shivered in the cold December night in
Bethlehem some 2000 years ago. Let this smile
be the object of our joy, in this simple, humble
X’mas.

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year.
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