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”C hurch is the light of humanity

being...gathered together in the
Holy Spirit, by proclaiming his Gospel of every
creature if may bring to all men that light of
Christ” (Vatican Council I LGI). This conciliar
definition is very profound. Even after 2000
years, withstanding persecution, political storms
and the test of time, the Church always marvels
us as the light of humanity or Lumen Gentium.
Never could the Church thrive if it was just a
human organization. Here the grace of God is
the oil that sustains its light, the confluence of
human and divine elements in the Church isa
mystery. In this season of Qudash Etthah or
dedication of the Church, let us think a little on
the Church and orient our youth in unison with
the heart beats of the Church.

20

urch and Youth

Bro. Naveen Plackalil
Mar Thoma Sleeha Centre, Niranam

For anon christian the Church may be a
solid moral authority or a shelter for the poor
and destitutes or even if may be an autocratic
invincible institution that ruled Europe with an
iron fist. Certain people look upon the Church
with distrust and suspicion. To the general public
the opinions vary. As a christian what exactly is
the Church to you? It isa communion of people
who adores God with filial love and treats its
brethren with fraternal tenderness, Many a time
during our younger days we have a tendency
to walk away from this communion or develop
an aversion to it due to the influence of certain
ideologies as corrupted theories. If somehow
you have walked away from the Church, Christ
asks to trace the way back to the Church.

~BFE03ROR eldo 2014

Not above the clouds

“Mother, where is God”? a child asked.
“There he lives, above the clouds”, said the
mother pointing at the sky. This answer we all
have heard from our elders is a traditional
explanation which said that God is high and his
glory should be extolled. We always see God
as someone residing above the clouds and very
far from us, who can’t be reached. But God
came to earth and dwelt among us. He lived
and trod on earth and to make him always
available to us, he established his Church.
Church is the sacrament of Christ. Church in
the world is the living presence of Jesus who
“emptied himself” (Phil 2:6) and came down to
dwell among his people.

But do we really experience his living
presence in the Church? During the Holy
Qurbana and prayers we may be physically
present but our minds may wander on the wings
of fantasies. Like the disciples who went to
Emmaus we too do not feel Jesus who walks
by our side and instead we argue with him like
a stranger. Being lethargic to prayer is the
beginning of walking away from “his presence”.
Once Pope Benedict XVI told some
youngsters, “I doubt whether God is tangible
or experiencing to you”. If God should be
tangible, one must apply his mind and soul in
prayer and open his inner eyes so as to see
God inthe Church.

Church, our Mother

St. Cyprian says, “One who cannot love
Church asamother can’t see God as his father”.
Like an affectionate mother, the Church tends
toall our needs in all stages of our life. As soon

~ag)@3Eore eid@o 2014

e EF G
as a child is born, she purifies it with the
baptismal water and embraces if as her child.
As the child grows, he is strengthened by the
Holy Spirit (confirmation), his sins and
blemishes are blotted out (confession), he is
nourished by the bread of life, she helps him to
realize his vocations (sacraments of marriage
and priesthood) and prepares him to the next
life and caress him in illness (anointing of the
sick). Thus Church like a selfless and devoted
mother walks by our side in the journey of our
life.

Dear youngsters, according to St. Paul
the Church is the mystical body of Christ and
we its members are the parts of the body. “There
are many parts yet one body” (1 Cor 12:20).
“The head of the body is Christ” (Eph 5:23).
This analogy of the Church to the body is a
good representation of the divine and human
clements inthe Church. If the Church errsitis
because, we the human beings who constitute
itaretilted to sin. Since Church belongs to God
who is holiness in entirety, she is holy; since she
was founded on the faith of the apostles she is
apostolic; since she opens her arms to embrace
all people she is Catholic (universal); since she
is Christ’s body and his body is unity, the Church
isone.

This liturgical season of dedication of the
Church urges us to trace our way back to the
Church. Let us walk back to Church, where
we can find the real presence of the Lord. On
the threshold of the Church with a contrite heart
let us pray along with the psalmist, “One thing
have I asked of the Lord... that | may dwell in
the house of the Lord all the days of my life”
(Ps27:4).
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Spirituality Centre Programme
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Social Animators
School of Bible
Bible Study Forum
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Cenacle Gathering (Sodales+Aspirants)

Recollection for Oblates
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