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PR@CL&M THE FAITH AND
SAVE THE CHURCH

Sqn. Ldr. K. S. Mathew (Retd.)

The Church concluded the Year of
Faith celebration and has entered the era of
New Evangelization. What is the relevance of
New Evangelization in our day to day life?

We the Syro Malabar Catholics are one
of the leading communities of India among
Parsis, Marwadis, Patels, Sikhs, Jains,
Patnaiks, Reddis and Chettiars who maintains
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high standards in Health, Wealth and Education.
But the present life style of our community is
far from desirable in moral standards and we
are running the risk of ruining from within due
toAlcoholism, Matrimonial Infidelity and Sexual
Anarchy. If immediate and bold steps are not
taken to eradicate these evils ruining us we shall
soon be perished.

OBMA0D 2o 2014
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There are 105 retreat centers in Kerala.
People are attending retreats and the preachers
are working day and night to ensure
sanctification of the Catholics at large. The
Catechists are working hard to give Faith
Formation to the next generation. But the
moral standards of the members of the
Catholic Church are on the decrease. Why
this moral degradation is happening to Catholics
in spite of having the best facilities of
sanctification (Sacraments) and the service of
committed Clergy and Religious?

The Church authorities are concerned
with these issues and admit that the present
Catholic generation has lost the values of
Christian Faith. Clergy, Religious and Catechists
say that it is the prime responsibility of the
parents to give Faith Formation to children.
Parents say they are busy in providing livelihood
to the children and are unable to give Faith
Formation to the children and that is why they
send them to Church leaders as they are the
Spiritual Fathers and Teachers. The younger
generations say they are not prepared to
sacrifice pleasures of life for the sake of some
outdated ideas called Church Doctrines. If we
agree to every segment’s claim then we
come to the conclusion that the Church
community has lost the authenticity of its
Faith. Pope Benedict XVI exhorts
evangelization as the only way to restore the
authenticity of the Faith of the Church.”We
want this Year to arouse in every believer
the aspiration to profess the faith in fullness
and with renewed conviction, with confidence
and hope” (Porta fidei-9). He is also honest
enough to admit that the Church has lost
the authenticity of its Faith and there is
urgent need to restore it .
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“Hence the mission /| e
of evangelization, a "‘u‘.\, '
continuation of the work \ ">
desired by the Lord Jesus, is {6—
necessary for the Church: it
cannot be overlooked; itisan
expression of her very nature. In the course
of history, this mission has taken on new
forms and employed new strategies
according to different places, situations, and
historical periods... Without doubt a
mending of the Christian fabric of society is
urgently needed in all parts of the world... |
consider it opportune to offer appropriate
responses so that the entire Church, allowing
herself to be regenerated by the power of
the Holy Spirit, may present herself to the
contemporary world with a missionary
impulse in order to promote the new
evangelization”. (Ubicumque et semper)

Faith is the foundation of Holiness
(DV5&LG39-41). If evil ruining us has to be
eradicated from the Church, Faith has to be
brought back. Faith can be brought back only
by proclaiming it. Works of charity and life
witness are not replacement to it but
complimentary qualities of an evangelizer. Itis
the command of Our Lord to proclaim Faith to
the whole world (Mt.28:18-20; MKk.16:15;
Lk.24:47; Act.1:8) and Faith cannot be
safeguarded without proclaiming it (Mt.25:14-
30). Itis not the private property of the believer
so that he keeps custody of if for handing down
to his next generation. Every believer is a
responsible propagator of Faith and every
human being is entitled to receive it from the
believer.
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January

11 - YouthConvention

1 - Social Animators' Meeting
14-15 - Cenacle Meeting (Sodales & A
18-23 - National Integration Camp
25 - Recollection for Oblates
25-26 - School of Bible

February

08 Social Animators' Meeting
15 Recollection for Oblates
15-16 - School of Bible N
1819 - Cenacle Meeting (Sodales & £

Spiriuality C
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