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EVERY YOUTH IS CALLED 10 DISCIPLENE

he last liturgical season, the dedication
Tof the Church, is prayed over in the
month of November. This season is
supposed to have its origin in connection with
the feast of the dedication of the Church, which
had been in prevalent among Christians long
years back. The spirit of this season refers to
two things: 1. the Church is saved by the Cross;
2. the reunion of the faithful (Church) with God
through Sacred Blood of Jesus and in return they
offer praises to the everlasting priest, Jesus. It
is so because Christ has strengthened the Church
by truth in order to stand firm in the wind and
storm. Founded on the faith of St. Peter the
Church being strong enough and all the works
of the Satan is in vain.

The redemption and sanctification of the
Church is through the sacrifice of Jesus on
CALVARY. Thus Church is raised as the bride
of Jesus and she longs to have a perennial
encounter with the Bridegroom, Jesus. This
encounter is the holiness of the Church.
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Fr. Sebastian Kaippanplackal
Youth Director, Kanjirapally Diocese

As we know the holiness of the Church
is based on the holiness of the founder of the
Church, viz, Jesus. Therefore, the saintliness of
the Church is not affected whether its members
are holy or not. This season urges the faithful to
sanctify themselves through the heavenly
treasures of the Holy Cross, Holy Scripture and
the Sacraments. SANCTIFICATION of the
whole Church is spiritually aimed at this season.

Everybody is called to holiness and the
youth in special. In this era of scientific
advancements and economic developments to
lead a holy life is very difficult. Besides, the
complexity of modern life makes saintliness a
difficult task. Every advancement affects the
spiritual and socio-cultural life of the youth. The
season of the dedication of the Church urges
them to walk straight looking at the cross to meet
the redeemer. Holiness is the heritage of the
whole Church and youth are invited to have
share in it. Itis possible for them through putting
on Christ and renewing their life by stripping of
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their sinful man. A total commitment is
demanded from youth. This commitment is to
the person of Christ and His kingdom which is
called faith. Itis a fact that holiness is shadowed
by scientific achievements. Understanding the
meaning of discipleship is the medicine for this
ilness. The Church has to help the youth to grow
to the discipleship. Even then the importance of
the youth is never a step back. This is clear from
the words of Pope Benedict who says the
*““youth are the face of the Church and without
them the Church would be disfigured”.

Pope Francis accepts the changes that
happens in the world and says that we need
saints wearing Jeans and eating Pisa. It doesn’t
mean the temporal. But it means a commitment
to the person of Jesus disregarding their external
appearance and their menu. Further more it is
a call to discipleship. The disciple is one who is
loved by Jesus (Mk 3:13) and disciples’ love is
expressed in their commitment to him. Love to
the teacher leads to a strong bond of relation.
Jesus asked the disciple to “Follow me” and they
immediately followed Him. Immediately means
without delay and without hesitation. This total
dedication is the readiness to take challenges
and threats to stand with Him. Standing with
Him is Holiness. Apostles were never reluctant
to lay down their life to the person to whom they
were committed. Thus they could say “Let us
go and die with Him” (Jn 11:16). This should be
the ultimate aim of the youth to be gained. Every
spiritual exercise of the Church paves the way
for the youth to attain this goal.

The modern trend is that of a peripheral
relationship. Peripheral relationship never leads
to any sort of commitment. Today the Youth
trend is to float over the waves. They don’t want
to stick on to any sort of solid relationship. This
trend is reflected even in the parent - children
relationship and every other walks of life. This
is also clear from the spiritual life of Youth.

~IBS] 23OV 2Ie 2013
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Until and unless Youth hold a strong
relationship with Jesus, their friend and master,
they cannot be good disciples. When they build
their life on the foundation of Jesus every other
relationship becomes strong and noble. Because
we cannot alone walk to heaven without those
who ought to walk with us. Youth are so vibrant
and charming. So they could be a Gospel of
presence by showing Jesus to everyone through
their loving heart, merciful hands, compassionate
eyes, consoling words and curing touch.

Youth are in the hurly-burlys of their
daily life. Social and peer pressures is so much
on them. But they cannot run away from the
duties of being holy and helping others holy. It is
because we are called to be so. This is easily
accessed through a very personal friendship with
Jesus. Every moment He calls them for a
friendship and says ‘Let them come to me do
not stop them’ (Lk 18:12). If we ponder over
the Gospel passages then we can closely watch
that He loved the youth so much. Every disciple
was youth, he raised widow’s young son at Nain
(Lk 7: 11-17), young girl is restored to life (Lk
8:40-48), young Lazarus is raised to life are some
of the examples of Jesus love to youth. The youth
if they realize this attitude of Jesus then they
will stand with Him and will be holy. It is because
of this reason Pope Benedict says that youth
are willed by God and they are necessary here.
For the renewal of the person, the Church and
the society every youth if necessary only is they
perform their duties properly.
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