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If a child lives with criticism, he learns to condemn 693400 ERMIEA0G
If a child lives with hostility, he learns to fight
If a child lives with shame, he learns to be guilty
If achild lives with humiliation, he learns to feel ashamed
If a child lives with tolerance, he learns to be patient
If a child lives with encouragment, he learns confidence
If a child lives with praise, he learns to appreciate
If a child lives with fairness, he learns justice
. Ifachild lives with security, he learns to have faith
10 Ifachild lives with approval, he learns to like himself
11.If achild lives with acceptance and friendship, he learns to find love in the world.
(Dorothy Low Holtz)
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REASONS FOR THE YOUTI'I DO NOT COHE TO THE CHURCH

Youth Director Changanacherry

Suspicion and distrust on an Organized
Church

Many youngsters look with suspicion and distrust
on organized church that offer many a time
solutions unsatisfactory to them. Although the
youth of today do not take religion for granted
any longer, it would be wrong to conclude that
they are throwing off religion together: WWe cannot
forget the fact that we are living through a period
when the younger generation does not take
religion for granted any longer....they will accept
religion only if it appears personally useful and
meaningful to them....they reject religion only to
the extent that it appears meaningless to them.
Otherwise they are in search of true religion with
an intensity and sincerity hardly ever seen
before... What young expect from religion is a
way of liberation from deep seated human
problems. It is clear that today’s youth do not

20

believe inan organized or institutionalized church
which does not appear personally useful and
meaningful to them. So many youngsters do not
find any meaning to come to the church.

Conflicts within the Church

Young people have a noble concept of Church.
They consider Church as something which
contributes to the unity of mankind, something
which brings peace and serenity into a chaotic
and turbulent world. Their experience belies their
trust. But today conflicts within the Church and
among the rites have often become the cause of
bitter rivalries and bloodshed. So Youth feels
that even within the Church there is no peace
and unity then how can Church provide peace
and unity to them so they do not come to the
Church.
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Wrong Influence of Church Leaders

Today increasing problems among the Church
authorities, mainly problems with regard to priests
and religious leaders make the youth to move
away from the Church. According to youth,
Church leaders are only those who merely
instruct the values. They do not practice it in
their lives. Youth find church leaders are failing
to live up to their own words. Youth do not find
any Church model that they can trust and follow.

Lack of Church Instruction

Religious faith is like a ‘seedling’ it needs to grow.
This growth is possible only if there is proper
religious guidance and instruction. But such
instruction is sadly unavailable to the majority of
our youth. Hence youth develop a distorted view
of religion. They fail to distinguish between
genuine religious doctrine and the spurious
elements that have crept into religion through

[umlaumyos

n..L S

the centuries. Thus many of the young begin to
think that religion has no place in modern age
because some of the demands of religion seem
to be incompatible with man’s understanding of
himself and his environment. Today Church in
one way or another way fails to give an answer
for the physical, psychological and sociological
problems of youth. Today most of the youth are
still in dilemma about Church in their lives. So
what is necessary is to bring these youth to
religion in such a manner which will help them
intheir lives.

Less participation in the Church activities

Today most of the youth feel Church is for the
older age people not for them because all the
church activities are run by the old age group
and the youth have nothing to do with church
activities. Since they have less participation in
the church activities they find meaningless in
coming to the church where they have no place.

ﬂ——

Jesus Our Saviour

Oh! hear the lamentation from Gagultha

It is for me, it is for you

It is for absolution of sins of the entire world
We have been worthfully graciously saved

You are the saviour Lord, for

you redeemed mankind by taking our sins
upon yourself

Oh Lord! have mercy on us,

for we are avid, absurd and ruthless

We live in thy bulwark,
Capitulated to thy words

for you know us before we take
birth in our mothers' womb

We plead for thy clemency,

to lead us in our way

for the path is gloomy, the birdges are cranky,
but our hope and salvation rest in thee

Oh Lord! forgive me, when | whine,

when you guide me, the world is mine.

Athira EIizabe

Chothirakunnel
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